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Scripture Readings 
For the Week of December 22, 2024 

 

Sunday  
Fourth Sunday of Advent 
Mi 5:1-4a; Ps 80:2-3, 15-16, 18-19; Heb 
10:5-10; Lk 1:39-45 
 
Monday  
Mal 3:1-4, 23-24; Ps 25:4-5ab, 8-9, 10 
and 14; Lk 1:57-66 
 
Tuesday  
2 Sm 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16; Ps 89:2-3, 4, 
5, 27 and 29; Lk 1:67-79 
 
Wednesday  
The Nativity of the Lord 
Vigil Mass: Is 62:1-5; Ps 89:4-5, 16-17, 
27, 29; Acts 13:16-17, 22-25; Mt 1:1-25 
or Mt 1:18-25 
Mass during the Night: Is 9:1-6; Ps 96:1-
2, 2-3, 11-12, 13; Ti 2:11-14; Lk 2:1-14 
Mass at Dawn: Is 62:11-12; Ps 97:1, 6, 
11-12; Ti 3:4-7; Lk 2:15-20 
Mass during the Day: Is 52:7-10; Ps 98:1, 
2-3, 3-4, 5-6; Heb 1:1-6; Jn 1:1-18 or Jn 
1:1-5, 9-14 
 
Thursday  
Feast of Saint Stephen, First Martyr 
Acts 6:8-10; 7:54-59; Ps 31:3cd-4, 6 and 
8ab, 16bc and 17; Mt 10:17-22 
 
Friday  
Feast of Saint John, Apostle and 
Evangelist 
1 Jn 1:1-4; Ps 97:1-2, 5-6, 11-12; Jn 
20:1a and 2-8 
 
Saturday  
Feast of the Holy Innocents, Martyrs  
1 Jn 1:5 -2:2; Ps 124:2-3, 4-5, 7-cd-8; Mt 
2:13-18 
 
Sunday  
Feast of the Holy Family of Jesus, Mary 
and Joseph  
Sir 3:2-6, 12-14 or 1 Sm 1:20-22, 24-28; 
Ps 128:1-2, 3, 4-5 or Ps 84:2-3, 5-6, 9-
10; Col 3:12-21 or 3:12-17 or 1 Jn 3:1-2, 
21-24; Lk 2:41-52 

Dear Parishioners, 
 In just two more days we 
will be celebrating Christmas.  We 
will hear the angel say to the 
shepherds: “Do not be afraid; for 
behold, I proclaim to you good 
news of great joy that will be for 
all the people. For today in the 
city of David a savior has been 
born for you who is Christ and 
Lord. And this will be a sign for 
you: you will find an infant 
wrapped in swaddling clothes and 
lying in a manger” (Luke 2:10-
12). Thus shepherds were told to 
look for a sign, and this sign is 
nothing extraordinary: simply a 
child born in a stable and laid in a 
feeding trough.  

This is for us a sign of how 
God reigns - he does not come 
with power and outward splendor, 
ruling with strength - he wants 
from us only what this child wants 
from us - our love.  We know that 
the great command of the old law 
is “you shall love the LORD your  

 
 
 

 
God with all your heart and with 
all your soul and with all your 
strength.”  But how are we to love 
that which seems distant, which                         
we can only catch a glimpse of.  
At Christmas we celebrate that 
God is no longer distant, no longer 
unknown, no longer beyond our 
reach.  He has become our 
neighbor - and not just any 
neighbor, but the weakest and 
poorest among us: an infant.  In 
this way he teaches us to love the 
weak, to defend the poor, to 
support those who cannot support 
themselves. In a world dominated 
by arrogance and pride, the 
poverty of God is a message that 
we constantly need to hear. 
 If you have not yet made it 
to confession, I will be in the 
confessional on Monday from 
4:00 PM to 6:00 PM. 
 Be assured of my prayers, 
 Fr. Power 

From the Pastor 

Feedback Requested! We would like to hear from our families about their interest in 
                     reintroducing Children’s Liturgy of the Word (CLOW) at 
                                         the 11:00 a.m. Mass on Sundays. During CLOW, the            
                                               children are dismissed from the main assembly with an 
                                         adult leader and assistant to listen to the readings and            
                                               Gospel using a biblical translation that is simple, but not 
childish. They hear a reflection that can help them apply the readings to their lives, 
and they practice using the responses and prayers used in the Liturgy of the Word. 
The children return to celebrate the Liturgy of the Eucharist with their families and 
the general assembly. This ministry will require the help of several volunteers – 
adults and teens are welcome. Volunteers will need to complete the required Child 
Protection clearances. If you would like to have CLOW at Mass and/or are willing to 
help facilitate this program, please contact Melissa  Joseph, DRE at 724-981-3232 or 
stjosephsharonfaithformation@gmail.com. 



Mass  
Intentions 

Altar Flowers 
St. Joseph •  No Altar Flowers During Advent 
and Christmas Season. 

Sign ups for 2025 Altar Flowers will begin  
Monday, January 14, 2025. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Candles 
St. Anthony    •    Week of December 22 

The Sanctuary Candle at Saint Anthony 
Church is lit for Jim Slanitz by Gary, Mary 
Ann and Greg. 
 

The Sacred Heart Candle at Saint Anthony 
Church is lit for Art Pavlakis by Charlene 
Styduhar. 
 

The Blessed Virgin Mary Candle at Saint 
Anthony Church is lit for John, Alice, and 
Anita Ference by Joe. 
 

The St. Joseph Candle at Saint Anthony 
Church is lit for all parishioners of the 
parishes. 
 

The St. Anthony Candle at Saint Anthony 
Church is lit for Rachel & Sarah Littleton by 
Bonnie Zappa. 

Please Pray For 

Monday, December 23 

† 8:00 am  •  St. Joseph 
Jim Black 
(Dale Perry Family) 
 

Tuesday, December 24 

† 4:00 pm  •  St. Joseph 
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Dach 
(Peggy & Diane) 
 

† 6:00 pm  •  St. Anthony 
Living Parishioners of St. Anthony 
and St. Joseph Parishes 
 

† 10:00 pm  •  St. Joseph 
William Ogg 
(Dorothy and Family) 
 

Wednesday, December 25 

† 8:30 am  •  St. Anthony 
Living Parishioners of St. Anthony 
and St. Joseph Parishes 
 

† 10:00 am  •  St. Joseph 
Mr. & Mrs. Albert Billen 
(Nancy Rehner) 
 

Thursday, December 26 

† 8:00 am  •  St. Joseph 
St. Joseph Alumni Class of 1973 
 

Friday, December 27 

† 8:00 am •  St. Joseph 
Elizabeth Curry 
(Karen & Julian Torres) 
 

Saturday, December 28 

† 5:15 pm • St. Joseph, Vigil 

Mr. & Mrs. Max Gill 
(Elizabeth Gill) 
 

Sunday, December 29 

† 8:30 am  •  St. Anthony 
Charlotte Bechtel 
(Joe Mastrian) 
 

† 11:00 am •  St. Joseph 
Living Parishioners of St. Joseph 
and St. Anthony Parishes 

Ford Bartle, Liam Rueberger, Peggy 
Heldorfer, Gene Pacsi, William Harold-
son, Helen Donnelly, Msgr. Andrew 
Karg, Lois Trimble, Adele Ontko,        
Delbert Ontko, Beth Bottenfield, Rich 
Pannutti, Ed Doughty, Jean Hetrick,  
Barbara Burdick, Frances Rice, Marie 
Peterson, Ed Gursky Sr., Ed Gursky Jr., 
Joe Biro, Chuck H., Mary Ellen           
Luensman, Lorraine Penhos, Walter 
Zuhosky, Loretta Krutsch, Lisa Dawson, 
Marcie Mondoc, Dennis Staul, Carol 
Thomas, Barbara LeMon and Levi  
Bowser. 

Weekly Reminders 
For the Week of December 22 

St. Joseph Offices will be closed 
from December 23 through  

January 1. 

Usher Training – Those wishing to 
serve as an usher (including those 
who are currently assisting in this 
ministry) are asked to attend a train-
ing session on Sunday, January 19, 
2025, following the 11:00 a.m. Mass. 
We welcome those who are at least 
in sixth grade and above to partici-
pate. For more  information, please 
contact Melissa Joseph, DRE, at 724-
981-3232 or  
StJosephSharonFaithFormation@ 
gmail.com 



St. Anthony 250 Club Raffle  Deadline to return your tick-
ets is Sunday, December 29. If you choose not to partici-
pate it is important that you return your ticket to Mary 

Ann after 8:30 Mass. St. Joseph parishioners, if inter-
ested, are welcome to purchase a ticket, please email: 
themustardseed3@yahoo.com. 

Oplatki is available for purchase for $2 a packet.  Packets 
are located on the back table by the confessional. Please 
put your money in the envelope located in the basket. 
Thank you. 

St. Anthony News and Announcements St. Joseph News and Announcements 

    Featured Item: “Boxed Potatoes” 

Please place your donation in the shopping 
cart located in the Gathering Space or at the 
Clepper’s entrance. 
 

     Upcoming Featured Items 
             Canned Fruit    *   Cereal    *    Peanut Butter 
 

For qualified individuals, upcoming December Food 
Pantry distribution dates are Friday, January 3rd and 17th 
from 9:30-11:00 am. 

A Family Perspective  

Mary was excited about her first pregnancy and rushed to 
share the news with her cousin. Sadly, children are often 
seen as a liability, “another mouth to feed,” or an 
“obstacle to my career.” While it is said that “Christmas is 
for children,” it is more accurate to say, “Christmas is for 
adults to appreciate the gift of children!”  

Parenting Pointers  
Christmas gifts may be opened and enjoyed, but there’s 
probably a lot of cleaning up to do. To be fully part of the 
family, include your children in the cleaning up too.  

mailto:themustardseed3@yahoo.com


St. Joseph St. Anthony 

Baptism:  A pre-baptism class is required before scheduling 
a baptism.  Please call 724-981-3232 to schedule a class and 
your baptism date. 

 

Matrimony: Please contact the pastor for marriage    
preparation at least one year in advance of the wedding. 
 

Prayer Line: For intentions, please call 724-981-3232. 

Find Us On Social Media 

SharonCatholic.org 

Ministry Schedule – December 28/29 
St. Joseph   •   5:15 pm (Saturday) 

Lector ........................................................ S. McLaughlin 
Extraordinary Ministers 

of Communion .............. P. Dach, K. Mueller, F. Smeraglia 
Altar Server ......................................... D. Eller, A. Jordan 
Greeter ............................................................ B. Charles 
 

St. Anthony   •  8:30 am (Sunday) 

Lector ............................................................... K. Kardos 
Extraordinary Ministers 
of Communion ...................... R. Radkowski, C. Styduhar 
Altar Server ...................................................M. Podolan 
Offertory Counters ............................................ Group 2 
 

St. Joseph  •  11:00 am (Sunday) 

Lector ................................................................. K. Lepak 
Extraordinary Ministers 

of Communion  ....... D. D’Amore, V. Mulligan, J. Sherbine  
Altar Server ..................................... C. McKnight, S. Pass 
Greeter ......................................................... B. Anzevino 

Lectors, Eucharistic Ministers.  
Altar Servers & Greeters 
The 1st quarter Ministry Schedule, January 11 through–
March 27, 2025 is available to view online via the Web 
Terminal.  Please log onto your profile to view and/or 
print your schedule.  For those who do not have internet 
access, please call the church office for assistance after 
January 2, 2025. 

facebook.com/stjosephsharon/
facebook.com/stanthony804/
http://www.sharoncatholic.org/
https://www.sharoncatholic.org/
https://stjosephs-sharon.us17.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=8ecee4cf0fba5d90063e63d14&id=03fe839333
facebook.com/stjosephsharon/



